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2025

It comes as no surprise that the Rattray Family has once again produced a string of Dohne Rams
that can compete on any level, be it nationally or inter-nationally.

This year's Rams are of a superior quality in the wool and body fields. We live in a market that is
crying for fine micron white wool and this is just what these Rams are capable of producing, with
their body size they also produce a lot of quality wool. Throw in the value of the fat lambs that
emanate from these Rams and you have a combined value of wool and lamb that is hard to beat.

We wish the Rattray Family and the buyers of the Rams a successful sale and a productive year
ahead.
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DOHNEMERINO TELERSGENOOTSKAP VAN SA
DOHNE MERINO BREED SOCIETY OF SA

Die taak van die Genootskap se lede is om ramme te
teel, maar nie sommer enige ramme nie. Ons teel
ramme wat INSTAAT is om PRODUKTIWITEIT te
VERHOOG en dus die WINSGEWENDHEID van
die wolskaap-kuddes in Suid Afrika.

Dohnetelers skenk in die seleksieprogram aandag
aan eienskappe met kontant waarde. Dit sluit in
reproduksie, lamgroeitempo, moedereienskappe en
Merino wolproduksie. Nie alleen meet Dohnetelers
hierdie belangrike eienskappe van hulle skape wat
die akkuraatheid van seleksie verdubbel nie, maar
hulle pas die mees doeltreffende teelbeginsels en
bestuurstegnicke toe om te verseker dat die
vordering vinnig en deurlopend is.

Dohnetelers werk as 'n span. Spangees, entoesiasme
en toewyding is kenmerkend van almal. Dit is die
redes vir die sukses van vele projekte wat die
Genootskap onderneem. Dit is ook die rede vir die
fenominale sukses van die DOHNEMERINO
skaapras.

DEUR DOHNEMERINO RAMME TE
GEBRUIK KAN U OOK AANSLUIT BY
HIERDIE KRAGTIGE HULPBRON VAN
HOéR KUDDEPRODUKTIWITEIT

The business of the members of the Society is to breed
rams. But not just any rams - we breed sheep which
are CAPABLE of INCREASING the
PRODUCTIVITY, and therefore the
PROFITABILITY of woolled sheep flocks in South
Africa.

Dohne Merino breeders pay attention to cash value
characteristics in their selection programmes. These
include reproduction, lamb growth rate, maternal
ability and Merino wool production. Not only do
Dohne Merino breeders measure these essential
characteristics in their sheep, thus doubling the
accuracy of selection, but they also apply the most
effective management techniques and breeding
principles to ensure that improvement is both rapid
and continuous.

Dohne Merino breeders operate as a team. Team
spirit, enthusiasm and dedication are features common
to them all. These are the reasons for the success of
the many projects undertaken by the Society. They
are also the reason for the phenomenal success of the
DOHNE MERINO sheep.

BY USING DOHNE MERINO RAMS, YOU TOO
CAN PLUG INTO THIS POWERFUL SOURCE
OF HIGHER FLOCK PRODUCTIVITY.

Die skaap vir die huidige eRonomiese klimaat
The Sheep for the current economic climate




VOORSPELDE TEELWAARDES (VTW’S)

Teeltwaardes vir ramme in hierdie katalogus is uit ‘n nasionale rasontleding verkry. Hierdie tussen-kudde
evaluering maak teeltwaardes van alle diere vergelykbaar.

INTERPRETASIE EN TOEPASSING:

As voorbeeld, kan ons die VTW veseldikte van 2 ramme neem. Indien ram A 'n negatiewe VTW van -1.5 mikron
het en ram B ook 'n negatiewe VITW van -0.3 is die relatiewe genetiese verskil -1.2 mikron. Die veseldikte van
ram A se nageslag sal onder gelyke omstandighede waarskynlik -1.2 + 2 = 0.6 mikron fyner wees as dié van ram
B. (Ons deel die totaal deur 2 aangesien die ram en die ooi elkeen slegs 50% van hulle gene aan die nageslag oordra).

VTW’s toon verskille tussen diere in absolute waardes aan nl. kg of mikron (Veseldikte). Speengewig VIW’s word
aangedui as speen direk (individu se direkte genetiese meriete om vinnig te groei tot op 100 dae ouderdom) en speen
maternaal (die gedeelte van elke individu se meriete op 100 dae ouderdom wat toegeskryf word aan die genetiese
vermoé van die dier se moeder). Die Algemene Meriete (AM) is 'n samevatting van verskillende gemete eienskappe
met die doel om groei tot op bemarking-ouderdom te verhoog, die inkomste vanaf wol produksie te verhoog deur te
verseker dat wolproduksie en wolkwaliteit (veseldikte) in balans is. Ook ingesluit is die Totale Gewig Lam Gespeen
TWW(TWW) per ooi per jaar, om te verseker dat die hoeveelheid en gehalte van die lammers gespeen in balans is.

Die teelwaardes vir al die produksie-eienskappe word onathanklik van algemene meriete aangedui sodat dit die kliénte
se besluite rondom spesifieke eienskappe kan akkommodeer. Die VTW-indekse is gestandaardiseerd vir die variasie in
elke afsonderlike eienskap, wat beteken dat die EBV-indeks vir elke eienskap vergelykbaar is.

VTW _Indeks | Relatiewe belangrikheid in populasie | Verwagte voorspelling:

>124 Boonste 3.3% van die eienskap Baie goeie kans dat hierdie dier die eienskap in jou kudde

sal verander.
113-124 Boonste 13.6% van die eienskap Bo gemiddeld. Daar is moontlikheid dat hierdie dier die
eienskap in jou kudde sal verander.
100-112 Boonste 34.1% van die eienskap Gemiddeld: Daar is moontlikheid dat hierdie dier die
eienskap in jou kudde min sal verander.

88-99 Onderste 34.1% van die eienskap Onder gemiddeld: Daar is moontlikheid dat hierdie dier
die eienskap in jou kudde sal verander (moontlik
verswak).

76-87 Onderste 13.6% van die eienskap Ver ondergemiddeld: Baie goeie kans dat hierdie dier die
eienskap in jou kudde (waarskynlik) sal verander
(verswak).

>76 Onderste 3.3% van die eienskap Ver ondergemiddeld: Baie goeie kans dat hierdie dier die
eienskap in jou kudde (waarskynlik) sal verander
(verswak).
VTW = Voorspelde Teeltwaarde LM = Liggaamsmassa / SVM = Skoonvagmassa / VD = Veseldikte
AM = Algemene Meriete Par/Lam = Aantal parings en lammers geproduseer deur moer.

TWW = Totale Gewig Lam Gespeen ~ NLS = getal lammers gespeen per 0oi per jaar

Basisjaar:

Die basisjaar vir teeltwaarde vergelykings verskuif elke jaar sodat VTW vergelykings in verhouding bly tot
die huidige populasie geregistreerde Dohne Merinos. Let op dat VTWs dinamies is en verander namate
produksie-inligting oor verwante diere vermeerder. Die algemene meriete (AM) van diere verander dus
voortdurend en raak meer akkuraat en betroubaar.



ESTIMATED BREEDING VALUES (EBV’s)

Breeding values for rams in this catalogue were obtained from a national breed analysis. The result of this
across flock comparison is that EBV’s of all animals in this catalogue can be compared.

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION

Take for example the EBV of the fibre diameter for two rams. If ram A has a negative EBV of -1.5 micron and ram
B also a negative EBV of -0.3, the relative genetic difference will be -1.2 micron. Under similar circumstances the
progeny of ram A will in all probability be -1.2 + 2 = 0.6 micron finer than that of ram B. (We halve the result
because rams and ewes each contribute only half the genes to their progeny).

EBV’s express differences between animals in absolute terms viz. Kg. or microns (fibre diameter). Weaning weight
EBV’s are expressed as Weaning direct (the individual’s own ability to grow up to 100 days of age) and weaning
maternal (the portion of each individual’s merit at 100 days of age ascribed to the genetic mothering ability of the
specific individual’s dam). The General Merit (GM) is a combination of measured traits with the purpose of
increasing growth up to marketing age and to increase the income of wool production by ensuring that wool production
and wool quality (fibre diameter) is balanced. Also included in the GM is the Total Weight of Lamb Weaned (TWW)
per ewe per year to insure that the quality and quantity of lambs weaned is in balance.

Breeding values for all the production traits are expressed independently from the General Merit so that it can
accommodate a clients needs according to a specific trait. The EBV-index is standardised for the variation in each
separate trait, which means that the EBV-index for each trait is comparable.

EBV-index | Relative importance in population Expected prediction:

Very good chance that animal will change this trait in your

>124 Top 3.3% of this trait flock

Above average. Possibility that this animal will change this

B 0 is trai
113-124 Top 13.6% of this trait trait in your flock.

Average: Possibility that this animal will effect little change
100-112 Top 34.1% of this trait in this trait in your flock.

Below average: It is possible that this animal will change
88-99 Bottom 34.1% of this trait the trait (probably deteriorate) in your flock.

Far below average: Very good chance that this animal will
76-87 Bottom 13.6% of this trait change the trait (probably deteriorate)in your flock.

Far below average: Very good chance that this animal will

<76 Bottom 3.3% of this trait change the trait (probably deteriorate)in your flock.
EBYV = Estimated Breeding Value BWT =Body Weight / CFW = Clean Fleece Weight / FD = Fibre Diameter
GM = General Merit Mat/Lamb = number of matings and lambs produced by dam

TWW = Total Weight of Lamb Weaned ~ NLS = Number of lambs weaned per ewe per year

Base year:

The base year for breeding value comparisons shifts every year to facilitate comparison of EBV’s to the
current live population of Dohne Merinos. Note also that EBV’s are dynamic and change, depending on the
accumulation of production data measured on related animals. General Merit (GM) of animals therefore
change continuously and becomes more accurate and reliable with time.
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